“APOSTASY” — DEFECTION FROM THE TRUTH & FROM THE FAITH

You will do well to understand that this is really a 2™ Part to the Message 1’d written on
whether we can be forsaken by God — after we have been “saved” —and | would encourage
you to read THAT Message BEFORE reading THIS Message, by going to the Webpage at
this link/URL and loading or downloading the file that will open when you click on the link
on that Webpage:
https://www.rogerfunksongs.com/document/a20-forsaken-by-god-or-not-free-download/

(That Message is really a foreground of this one, so consider THAT one as Part 1, and THIS
one as Part 2 of the same Message!)

You may have your doubts, after reading Part 1, as mentioned above, about whether or not
one can be “saved” and then “lose their salvation” — and rightly so!

No one “loses” their salvation... they “choose” to walk away and forsake that which God
gave them by grace! And THAT is NOT EASY TO DO!!!

Let me spell that out for you in other words:

It is my contention that the Word of God teaches, plainly, that one CAN “fall away” from
The Faith (“THE Faith” that Jesus Christ instituted, by word, deed, and living example)!

But, it is, LIKEWISE, my contention that one does not do so easily, nor quickly (in most
cases), and surely not without PURPOSING IN HIS OR HER HEART TO DO SO!!!

BUT YOU CAN STRAY FROM GOD’S WORD, RUN FROM HIS LOVE AND GRACE
INTO THE ARMS OF THE FLESHLY APPETITE, OR INTO A WORKS-BASED
THEOLOGY THAT IS DEVOID OF GRACE (AND DEVOID OF MERCY, PERHAPS),
AND/OR ONE CAN CHOOSE ANOTHER RELIGIOUS PERSUASION TO FOLLOW,
AND DEFECT FROM GOD’S TRUTH!

BUT, IN ALL OF THESE CASES, THERE IS ONE COMMON THEME:
DECEPTION...NOT ADHERING TO THE WORDS OF TRUTH TAUGHT BY JESUS
AND HIS FOLLOWERS, THE APOSTLES AND PROPHETS OF HIS DAY AND TIME,
ON EARTH, AND SHORTLY AFTERWARD!

DECEPTION, DELUSION, AND APOSTASY, USUALLY IN THAT ORDER, OF A
SPIRAL-LIKE FALLING AWAY FROM THE FAITH, BEGIN WITH NOT BEING
AWARE OF WHAT THE WORD OF TRUTH HAS TO TEACH US!!!

There are SOME that believe that following the Spirit of God ALONE is sufficient to be
saved, and to adhere to The Faith — and, for the most part, that CAN BE true, but NOT
without having learned enough of the truths of The Faith, through sermons, songs’ lyrics,
reading other peoples’ comments and Messages about The Word of God, and hearing others
talk about it! THERE HAS HAD TO BE A FOUNDATION BUILT IN ORDER FOR THE
SPIRIT TO HAVE BEEN IMPARTED IN THE FIRST PLACE!!!


https://www.rogerfunksongs.com/document/a20-forsaken-by-god-or-not-free-download/

If you doubt that the Spirit can “guide you into” ALL Truth, you have not believed the
Lord’s Own words, as are written in John, Chapter 16, verse 13, primarily, but with added
thought in verses 14 and 15 that coincide with His words, in context:

John 16:13-15

(13) Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall
he speak: and he will show you things to come.

(14) He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.

(15) All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of
mine, and shall show it unto you.

So, in like manner, we have the words of Paul, in Romans 8:14, especially, but verses 14
through 21 in context, declare the same mind as John 16 states:

Romans 8:14-21
(14) For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

(15) For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

(16) The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children
of God:

(17) And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

(18) For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

(19) For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation
of the sons of God.

(20) For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who
hath subjected the same in hope,

(21) Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

Reading all of that which is underlined, bolded, and italicized, in that which was just cited,
would cause ANYONE to believe that WE’VE ALL GOT IT MADE IN THE SHADE!!!
JUST GET SAVED, BE LED BY THE SPIRIT, AND ALL IS SAID AND DONE...WE’RE
DESTINED FOR GLORY'!!!

There IS a truth to that, for those who have been trained up to BE LED BY The Spirit! THIS
IS SURELY TRUTH!!!

But, let’s look at the flip side of that coin, and see THE REST OF what the Word of God
states, in the context of those things that were cited in the above:

John, Chapter 16, starts out this way:

John 16:1
(1) These things have | spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.

OK, so let’s break that down:



(1) He spoke to us some things;

(2) those things He spoke will keep us from being “offended;”

and

(3) the question, then, remains: “WHAT THINGS DID HE SPEAK?”

Let’s go to John Chapter 15 to see (LET’S EVALUATE THE CONCEPT OF BEING “LED
BY THE SPIRIT,” AND THUS “BEING GUIDED INTO ALL TRUTH”...WITHOUT THE
WORD OF GOD):

John 15:1-27

(1) 1'am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

(2) Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch
that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

(3) Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.

(4) Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.

(5) 1am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

(6) If aman abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and
men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

(7) If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and
it shall be done unto you.

(8) Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my
disciples.

(9) As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.
(10) If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as | have kept
my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

(11) These things have | spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your
joy might be full.
(12) This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved you.

(13) Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends.

(14) Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command you.

(15) Henceforth I call you not servants [that is, SLAVES]; for the servant knoweth not
what his lord doeth: but | have called you friends; for all things that | have
heard of my Father | have made known unto you.

(16) Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the
Father in my name, he may give it you.

(17) These things | command you, that ye love one another.

(18) If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.
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(19) If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

(20) Remember the word that | said unto you, The servant is not greater than his
lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my
saying, they will keep yours also.

(21) But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not
him that sent me.

(22) If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they
have no cloak for their sin.

(23) He that hateth me hateth my Father also.

(24) 1f 1 had not done among them the works which none other man did, they
had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.

(25) But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in
their law, They hated me without a cause.

(26) But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall
testify of me:

(27) And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the

beginning.

SO, then, THE WORDS WHICH JESUS SPOKE TO THE BELIEVERS, THE WORDS THAT
WERE WRITTEN ABOUT JESUS, AND THE EXAMPLE JESUS SET FOR THE BELIEVERS
MADE THEM DISCIPLES, CLEANSED THEM, MADE THEM TO ABIDE IN HIM,
TAUGHT THEM HOW HE WOULD BE ABLE TO ABIDE IN THEM, SHOWED THEM
HOW TO BEAR MUCH GOOD FRUIT (FRUIT HE “PURGES” BY HIS WORDS), AND
THEN HE RELIES ON THOSE WHO WERE EYE-WITNESSES OF ALL HE SAID, AND
DID, TO BE WITNESSES OF HIS TRUTH...ALL BY MEANS OF HIS SPIRIT OF TRUTH!!!

In other words, THE TRUTH COMES WITH HIS SPIRIT BECAUSE IT WAS TAUGHT TO
THE BELIEVERS BY THE WORDS AND EXAMPLE OF JESUS, HIMSELF, AND HE WILL
GUIDE THEM INTO ALL TRUTH, EVEN BY THAT SAME SPIRIT OF THE TRUTH!!!

Why tell them all those things? Answer: So they would not be “OFFENDED” (John 16:1).

Here is what Strong’s Dictionary/Concordance has to say about what that word “offended”
as was meant in the original Greek language:

G4624
me [h™ (&£
skan-dal-id'-zo

To “scandalize”; from G4625; to entrap, that is, trip up (figuratively stumble [transitively]
or entice to sin, apostasy or displeasure): - (make to) offend.

So, IF THE WORD IS NOT REALLY IMPORTANT, WHY MUST WE NOT BE
“ENTICED TO APOSTATIZE,” SIGNIFICANTLY SO AS BY THE WORDS
WHICH JESUS SPOKE, AND BY THE EXAMPLE HE SET IN THE EYESIGHT OF
HIS WITNESSES, WHO ALSO WROTE ABOUT WHAT HE SAID AND DID???!!

OK, let’s see the rest of what is written, in context, within the Romans, 8" Chapter, citations
earlier provided:



Romans 8:1-14

(1) There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

(2) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death.

(3) For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

(4) That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

(5) For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the
flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

(6) For to be carnally minded is death:; but to be spiritually minded is life
and peace.

(7) Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.

(8) So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

(9) Butye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he

IS none of his.

(10) And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.

(11) But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth
in you.

(12) Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live after the flesh.

(13) For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

(14) Foras many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

AND THEN, ALSO, THERE IS THIS, THAT WE SAW EARLIER, IN THE FOLLOWING
VERSES:

(17) And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; If SO

be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together.

(18) For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are

not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.

So, HOW, EXACTLY, DO WE COME TO KNOW HOW TO MORTIFY THE DEEDS OF
THE BODY, FULFILL THE LAW OF CHRIST IN OUR WALK, AND BE LED BY THE
SPIRIT TO DO THAT!!T AND NOT TO LIVE “IN THE FLESH”????111

ANSWER: “BY THE WORD!!!”
I will revisit this next Scripture, later on in this Message; however, let me add this citation

right now, so as to emphasize the importance of the context of the Book, Chapter, and, most
significantly, the Verse which follows:



2Thessalonians 2:10
(10) And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;

because they received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved.

Give credence to those words, and then follow them... along with the perspective that’s
within these following words, which coincide with them:

1Peter 1:22
(22) Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently:

Add to that perspective these words of Jesus Christ’s:

Matthew 10:22
(22) And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the
end shall be saved.

What does this word, “endureth” to the end, mean in the original Greek?
Here is what Strong’s Dictionary/Concordance states about that:

G5278
bojig hi
hoop-om-en'-o0

From G5259 and G3306; to stay under (behind), that is, remain; figuratively to undergo,
that is, bear (trials), have fortitude, persevere: - abide, endure, (take) patient (-ly),
suffer, tarry behind.

So then, he that bears up under persecution, unto the final result of all things, WILL BE
SAVED!

He who REMAINS FAITHFUL UNTO THAT END TIME WILL BE SAVED!!!

HE WHO PERSEVERES - UNTO WHAT? — UNTIL THE END RESULT WILL BE
SAVED.

Answer to the: “Unto WHAT?” is this:
PERSEVERES IN THE TRUTH, IN THE FAITH OF JESUS!!!

Zechariah said it like this:

Zechariah 8:19

(19) Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the
fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah
joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace.
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What does that word “love” mean? What does the word “truth” mean? Let’s look at these
words in the original Hebrew:

H157
\!b \
aw-hab', aw-habe'

A primitive root; to have affection for (sexually or otherwise): - (be-) love (-d, -ly, -r),
like, friend.

H571
9.1
eh'-meth

Contracted from H539; stability; figuratively certainty, truth, trustworthiness: -
assured (-ly), establishment, faithful, right, sure, true (-ly, -th), verity.

So, Zechariah says that THE LORD SAYS TO US TO HAVE AFFECTION FOR THE
TRUTH, FOR THAT WHICH IS TRUSTWORTHY AND CERTAIN, AND FOR THAT
WHICH WILL LEAD EACH ONE OF US UNTO STABILITY!!!

Let’s look at the rest of what John, the 16™ Chapter, states AFTER those things that will keep
us from apostasy, or from being “offended” (as per the King James Version):

John 16:1-15

(1) These things have | spoken unto you, [THAT IS, HIS WORDS] that ye should
not be offended [APOSTATIZE].

(2) They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth
you will think that he doeth God service.

(3) And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.

(4) But these things have | told you, that when the time shall come, ye may
remember that | told you of them. And these things | said not unto you at
the beginning, because | was with you.

(5) But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest
thou?

(6) But because | have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart.

(7) Nevertheless 1 tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if 1
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, 1 will
send him unto you.

(8) And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment:

[What does this word “REPROVE” used in the King James Version mean in the original
Hebrew?

G1651
_falbi
el-eng'-kho



Of uncertain affinity; to confute, admonish: - convict, convince, tell a fault, rebuke,
reprove.

What does “admonish” mean, according to Webster’s 1828 Dictionary? LOOK:

1. To warn or notify of a fault; to reprove with mildness.

SO, IT TAKES WORDS TO DO THAT!!! GOD’S WORD ADMONISHES US TO LIVE UNTO
HIM... AND WARNS US OF THE REPERCUSSIONS IF WE DO NOT DO SO!!!

Continuing:]

(9) Of sin, because they believe not on me;

(10) Of righteousness, because | go to my Father, and ye see me no more;

(11) Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.

(12) 1 have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.

(13) Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak:
and he will show you things to come.

(14) He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.

(15) All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and
shall show it unto you.

Therefore, what the Holy Spirit, that is, The Comforter, is being sent into our hearts to do is
to take of those things that Jesus SAYS — HIS WORDS - and to make use of them so as to
GUIDE US INTO ALL TRUTH!!!

APOSTASY & APOSTATIZING

We now have to look at this term “Apostasy” and to then consider what it means to
“Apostatize,” in order to understand what | will convey to you hereinafter in this Message:

The word “Apostasy,” that is used in several places in the New Testament, is the Greek word
“apostasia;” I’m now going to provide you with several Bible Dictionary definitions for that

word - for clarity, as well as to extinguish the belief that Strong’s Dictionary/Concordance is
in any way biased as to what they define that word as meaning:

Strong’s:
G646

[ irmlme]
ap-os-tas-ee'-ah

Feminine of the same as G647; defection from truth (properly the state), (“apostasy”):
- falling away, forsake.

[Edit: The point of the words “properly the state” literally infer “the state of having
fallen away” —i.e., “the state of being fallen away or having defected from the truth”.]



Vine’s Expository Dictionary:
apostasia

“a falling away, defection, or renunciation of religion, particularly a rejection of truth
by someone who previously professed faith.”

Google A.l. explains that Vine’s definition includes:

“It can be a complete abandonment of Christ or a falling away of key doctrines into
heresy.”

This is explained by Google A.l. as having these Key definitions and concepts:

e Falling away: A departure from the faith and God’s revealed truth.

e Rebellion: The term was used politically to mean rebellion, and in a religious
context, it signifies rebellion against God.

e Defection: A forsaking or renunciation of one’s religion.

e Renunciation: The act of giving something up or rejecting a belief or party.

This is explained by Google A.l. as having these Applications in scripture:

e Political: The Greek term was used in secular Greek to describe political rebels.
e Religious: The New Testament uses “apostasia” to describe a religious defection
from true religion.

This is explained by Google A.l. as having these Examples from scripture:

e Acts 21:21: The term is used to describe the accusation that someone is teaching the
Jews to “forsake Moses”.

e 2Thessalonians 2:3 (Edit: as cited earlier, | will revisit this Chapter later): Paul
speaks of a “falling away” or *“rebellion’ that must occur before the final day of
the Lord.

e Hebrews 3:12: The author [Edit: of Hebrews, that is] warns believers not to have a
“heart of unbelief, departing from the living God”.

Holman Bible Dictionary:
apostasia

“A rebellion, abandonment, or “falling away” from a previous loyalty, which in a
biblical context means defection from the faith. It describes a turning away from God,
the abandonment of a covenant, and can manifest as a deliberate rejection of truth, a
departure from moral law, or a forsaking of one’s spiritual commitment.”

The Holman goes on to state:



“The term can refer to a personal lapse, or more significantly, a collective, large-scale
turning away from God, as described in the biblical prophecies concerning the “falling
away” before the return of Christ.”

This is explained by Google A.l. as having these Key aspects, according to The Holman:

e Literal meaning: The Greek word literally means “to depart” or “to go away from”.
e Biblical context:
1. Turning away from God: In the Old Testament, it was often used to describe
Israel’s religious unfaithfulness and turning to other gods, which led to exile.
2. Rebellion: It can be seen as a rebellion against God, as seen in Joshua 22:22.
3. Falling away from faith: In the New Testament, it refers to departing from
the Christian faith, as described in 1Timothy 4:1 and 2Thessalonians 2:3.
This can be due to deception, persecution, or worldliness.
4. Political revolt: In classical Greek, it was a technical term for political rebellion.

This is explained by Google A.l. as having these Manifestations, according to The Holman:
Apostasia can be seen in various ways, including:

Doctrinal error: Following false teachers or deceptive spirits.

Moral decline: Abandoning righteous behavior.

QOutright rejection: A complete renunciation of one’s beliefs.
Abandonment of law: Neglecting God’s law and turning to lawlessness.

[Edit: the last 4 points are what | regard as “the slippery slope” that leads to the complete
defection from “The Faith,” which 1’d formerly stated in this Message, saying:

“DECEPTION, DELUSION, AND APOSTASY, USUALLY IN THAT ORDER OF A
SPIRAL-LIKE FALLING AWAY FROM THE FAITH, BEGIN WITH NOT BEING
AWARE OF WHAT THE WORD OF TRUTH HAS TO TEACH US!t”

You will note that it starts with Doctrinal Error, usually following false teachings, but CAN
BE the result of following a DECEPTIVE SPIRIT — WHICH IS WHY | WARN AGAINST
MERELY BEING TAUGHT “TRUTH” BY HEARING FROM THE SPIRIT OF GOD,
SIMPLY BECAUSE ONE CAN HEAR FROM OTHER SPIRITS, AND, THEREBY,
BELIEVE THE ENEMY’S LIES ERRONEOUSLY!!!

It then proceeds to Moral Decline — where one sees that certain things are permissible, as even
deceptive spirits persuade us to believe, and then cause us to follow after what they say to us —
IF IT DOESN’T LINE UP WITH THE WORD OF TRUTH IN THE SCRIPTURES!!!

After Moral Decline, there is then OUTRIGHT REJECTION OF ONE’S BELIEF IN THE
WORDS, CREDENCE, & DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE, OR REJECTION OF ONE’S
FAITH IN THE LORD, HIMSELF - OR BOTH!

FINALLY, the END RESULT IS DEPRAVITY!
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When one turns away from “The Faith” — that is, “The Christian Faith,” specifically — there is
an undoing of their “MORAL COMPASS,” WHICH THEN DIGRESSES INTO A
SPIRALING OUT-OF-CONTROL, UNTO COMPROMISE AND SINFULNESS, THEN
REBELLION AGAINST MORALITY, ITSELF, AND THEN, FINALLY, IT RESULTS IN
UTTER ABANDONMENT OF RIGHTEOQOUS LIVING, UNTO THE UTMOST OF
LAWLESSNESS!!!]

[You will note that there are 3 things that | relate in a Message on my Website that, if one
does those 3 things, faithfully, and consistently, HE OR SHE WILL NEVER FALL! That is
located at the following URL.:
https://www.rogerfunksongs.com/document/5j-my-message-do-these-3-things-youll-never-
fall-free-download/ ]

[Continuing with Google A.l.’s explanation of Holman’s definition of “apostasia”]:

A related term: A related Greek word, “apostasion”, refers to a “writing of
divorcement” or “certificate of divorce”.

[Edit: You will note that, when one defects from “The Way, The Truth, and The Life”
(John 14:6), there is surely a “divorce” from the Lord that is taking place in one’s soul,
the which, ultimately, will be the result of one’s spiritual life in his/her very end!]

Consider well these words:

Hebrews 6:4-6

(4) For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of
the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,

(5) And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,

6) 1f they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance;

seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put
him_to an open shame.

The word that is used herein that is interpreted “fall away” (Verse 6) is “parapipto” —
see Strong’s here:

G3895
j[LJgni
par-ap-ip'-to

From G3844 and G4098; to fall aside, that is, (figuratively) to apostatize: - fall
away.

So, then, what means this word “apostatize,” precisely?
Here is the definition given by Webster’s 1828 Dictionary:

Apostatize:
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APOS'TATIZE, v.i. To abandon one's profession or church; to forsake principles
or faith which one has professed; or the party to which one has been attached.

Here is what Google A.l. states is the meaning of “apostatize™:

In a biblical sense, to “apostatize” is to decisively and irreversibly abandon or
renounce the Christian faith after once professing to believe in it. This
involves a deliberate turning away from what was formerly believed, leading
to a rejection of the faith and its doctrines.

e Abandonment of faith: An apostate is someone who has turned away from the
true faith.

e Deliberate action: Apostasy is a conscious decision to reject Christianity.

e Rejection of doctrine: It involves turning away from what was previously
accepted, such as the teachings of the Bible or the core tenets of Christianity.

e Biblical warnings: Scripture includes warnings against apostasy, emphasizing
that those who turn away will not be saved unless they persevere in
faith and good works.

e Apostasy vs. false conversion: Some interpretations suggest that those who truly
apostatize demonstrate that their initial faith was never genuine to begin with
(1John 2:19)

e End-times significance: The Bible also speaks of a “great apostasy” or “falling
away” that will occur in the latter days, preceding the return of Christ.

Those are the words of A.l. regarding what the word “apostatize” means. IT IS VERY
SIGNIFICANT FOR US TO KNOW AND REALIZE WHAT A.l. RENDERED!!!

The point that one’s faith may not have been genuine in the first place is to say that
they have already received their ultimate judgment, condemnation, and rejection by
Jesus, The Judge (2Timothy 4:1; Acts 10:38,42), as seeing the end from the beginning.

However, apostatizing is a deliberate, conscious decision that one makes because of
their first flirting with the world, and its passions, and from not staying in the Word of
God ALONG WITH PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT, AS WELL AS LIVING A HOLY
(i.e., PURE) AND RIGHTEOUS LIFESTYLE!!!

One does NOT come to such a place merely from lack of doctrine, unless, of course, he
or she is a mere babe — as Romans, Chapter 1, states that what may be known of God is
plainly evident from all that has been made, so that men are without excuse (see
Romans 1:19-20):

Romans 1:18-21

(18) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

(19) Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God
hath showed it unto them.
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(20) Eor the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

(21) Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him_not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.

So, you see, according to Hebrews 6:6, it is not that one can never recommit
themselves to the Lord, by repentance, as then that would contradict 2Peter
3:9; butitissuch that IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RENEW THEIR FAITH WHILST
THEY ARE OPENLY “SEEN” TO BE IN REBELLION, AND ARE VISIBLY
SHAMING CHRIST BY THEIR CURRENT ACTIONS — CRUCIFYING HIM TO
THEMSELVES “AFRESH”!

2Peter 3:9

(9) The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance.

However, He can turn a person over to a reprobate mind, whereof he/she is truly NOT
ACCE{TED by Him... IF HE/SHE CHOOSES TO CONTINUE TO REJECT HIM
AND HIS DRAWING OF HIM/HER TO HIMSELF, UNTO TRUE REPENTANCE;
AND REJECTION OF ALL HIS FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO RE-CONVERT
HIM/HER, BY HIS SPIRIT CONVICTING HIM/HER, TO TURN ONE FROM
HIS/HER ERROR!

James 5:19-20

(19) Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;

(20) Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

AND:

2Peter 3:13-18

(13) Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

(14) Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye
may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

(15) And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;

(16) As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things
hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as
they do also the other Scriptures, unto their own destruction.

(17) Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also,

being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own
steadfastness.

(18) But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever. Amen.

1Corinthians 10:12
(12) Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
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It is clear that we are called to righteous and holy living, and this is plainly evident in
Galatians 5:16-25, which follows:

Galatians 5:16-25

(16) This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

(17) For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

(18) But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

(19) Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

(20) ldolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

(21) Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which 1 tell you
before, as | have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.

(22) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith,

(23) Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

(24) And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and
lusts.

(25) If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

BUT, OF THOSE WHO REFUSE TO DO EXACTLY THAT (READ THE ABOVE
SCRIPTURE AGAIN), THERE IS THIS TO BE SAID OF THEM:

Titus 1:13-16

(13) This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in
the faith;

(14) Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from
the truth.

(15) Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and
unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.

(16) They profess that they know God; but in works they deny
him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good

work reprobate.

AS PART 1 EXPLAINS IN DETAIL, THE WORD “REPROBATE” MEANS,
“UNAPPROVED”, “REJECTED”, AND “WORTHLESS!”

THAT IS, “NOT SAVED!!!”
But Titus said that “THEY PROFESS” TO KNOW GOD BUT THAT “THEIR
WORKS DENY HIM,” SUCH RESULTING IN ONE’S BEING A REPROBATE!!!

Now, let’s look at the scriptural references previously mentioned, that utilize
the word “apostasia,” therein: Acts 21:21; Hebrews 3:12; and 2Thessalonians
2:3, especially that last reference, in the context of Verses 1 through 13 thereof:

Acts 21:21 refers to Paul having taught the Jews to DEPART FROM THE
CUSTOMS OF THE JEWS AND THEIR LAW (WHICH HE DID SAY AND DO!).
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The point is that Paul taught that we are to FORSAKE ATTEMPTING “TO DO
THE LAW” IN ORDER TO GAIN SALVATION BY WORKS, RATHER THAN BY
GRACE!

HE TAUGHT THE BELIEVERS TO “APOSTATIZE” FROM TRYING TO EARN

SALVATION BY FOLLOWING THE LAW OF MOSES — NOT THAT THEY WERE
SUPPOSED TO ABANDON THE PRECEPTS AND PRINCIPLES OF THE LAW IN
LIVING A GODLY LIFESTYLE!! (See also Romans 8:1-4, particularly Verse 4.)

Psalm 4:3
(3) But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the
LORD will hear when | call unto him.

2Corinthians 7:8-11

(8) For though I made you sorry with a letter, |1 do not repent, though | did repent: for |
perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a
season.

(9) Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance:
for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by
us in nothing.

(10) Eor godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but
the sorrow of the world worketh death.

(11) For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what
carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what
indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea,
what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this
matter.

So, the point is plain that God desires for us to live a godly lifestyle, and to walk
in righteousness, even as we are given the power to do by the Spirit that dwells
within us!

2Titus 3:12
(12) Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

Titus 2:11-15

(11) For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

(12) Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world,

(13) Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Savior Jesus Christ;

(14) Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

(15) These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man
despise thee.

So then, the following is what God’s Word tells us is CRITICAL THAT WE
DO, so as NOT to apostatize... AND so that we CAN, AND WILL, LIVE
GODLY:

2Timothy 2:15
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15) Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.

Ephesians 1:12-14
(12) That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

(13) In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that

ve believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,
(14) Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

Let’s dissect that citation from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians:

AFTER HEARING THE WORD OF TRUTH, WHICH IS THE GOOD NEWS OF
GOD’S SALVATION PROFESSED TO US, AND AFTER WE BELIEVED WHAT
WE HEARD, we THEN received the Holy Spirit of promise, WHEREOF WE ARE
SEALED SO WE MAY BE SET APART TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THAT FAITH
THAT WE HEARD, BY THE SPIRIT THAT ENABLES US TO DO THAT!

WE HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT AFTER WE BELIEVED THE GOSPEL
MESSAGE, THE WORD OF TRUTH, AND THE SPIRIT IS THE “EARNEST” (The
New International Version uses the term “THE DEPOSIT”) OF OUR
INHERITANCE — WHICH IS THE DEPOSIT OF GOD WITHIN US, BY MEANS
OF WHICH WE MAY CHOOSE TO LIVE UNTO THE LORD, OR REJECT (HIM,

AND THE FAITH IN HIM), UNTIL WE ARE REDEEMED IN OUR BODIES, IF
WE CONTINUE IN THE FAITH!!!

Does it say THAT in Scripture? Let’s look at other Bible citations to confirm all
of that:

1Peter 1:14-25

(14) As obedient children, NOt fashioning yourselves according
to the former lusts in your ignorance:

@15) Butas he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy

in all manner of conversation;
(16) Because it is written, Be ye holy:; for | am holy.
(17) And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth

according to every man's work, pass the time of your

sojourning here_in fear:

(18) Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

(19) But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot:

(20) Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you,
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(21) Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him
glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

(22) Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently:

(23) Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, DY the

word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.

(24) For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

25) Butthe word of the Lord endureth forever. And this
Is the word which by the gospel is preached unto

YOU.

YOU WERE “REDEEMED” — THAT IS, “BOUGHT BACK” FROM THE DEVIL
AND THE WORLD — AND YOU ARE NOW HIS “PURCHASED POSSESSION”
(Ephesians 1:14)... AND HE CALLS YOU TO LIVE AS BEING HIS!!!

2Timothy 2:19-22
(19) Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that

nameth the name of Christ depart from iniguity.
(20) But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood
and of earth; and some to honor, and some to dishonor.

(21) If aman therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel
unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and
prepared unto every good work.

(22) FElee also youthful lusts: but FOllOW righteousness, faith, charity,
peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

See now Hebrews 3:12 hereinafter:

Hebrews 3:12
(12) Take heed, breth I'€NN, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, IN departing from the living God.

The words “departing (from)” are defined as follows by Strong’s:

G868
[Jbengc
af-is'-tay-mee

From G575 and G2476; to remove, that is, (actively) instigate to revolt; usually
(reflexively) to desist, desert, etc.: - depart, draw (fall) away, refrain, withdraw self.
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In the context of what was said by the Hebrews writer, we can “DESERT” GOD AND
“REVOLT” AGAINST HIM, AND WE CAN “REMOVE” OURSELVES FROM
BEING ONE WITH HIM! THAT IS A CHOICE, A CONSCIOUS DECISION, ONE
THAT WE CAN WRONGLY DECIDE TO MAKE!!

Lastly, let us look at the words of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-14:

2Thessalonians 2:1-14
(1) Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together unto him,

(2) That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit,
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
3) Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall

not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

(4) Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is
God.

(5) Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, | told you these things?

(6) And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.

(7) For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he
be taken out of the way.

(8) And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:

(9) Even him, Whose coming is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying wonders,

(10) And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish; because they received not the love of the
truth, that they might be saved.

a1) And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12) That they all might be damned who believed not

the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
(13) But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,

because God hath from the beginning chosen you tO salvation
through sanctification of the Spiritand belief of the
truth:

(14) Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Does it get any plainer or more evident than THAT that we MUST live a righteous life
and become SANCTIFIED by God’s Spirit, so as to live a holy lifestyle... so that we
can, and will, be “saved,” upon doing so?!!
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Let it be known that the word used in the Greek for “sanctification,” as is found in
2Thessalonians 2:13, means “PURIFICATION,” “PURITY,” and “PURIFIER” - the
HOLY SPIRIT ACCOMPLISHES THAT!!!

Does it get anymore evident that Satan WILL DO ANYTHING HE CAN TO
DECEIVE US IN THE LAST DAYS?

AND DOES IT GET ANYMORE MANDATORY THAT WE DON’T CHOOSE TO
LIVE IN PLEASURE AND SIN, RATHER THAN BE PURIFIED AND MADE HOLY
BY GOD’S SPIRIT WORKING RIGHTEOUSNESS WITHIN US, LEST WE BE
DECEIVED BY SIN’S DECEITFULNESS?!! Look here:

Hebrews 3:13-14

(13) But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

(14) For we are made partakers of Christ, If we hold the beginning of
our confidence steadfast unto the end;

NOTE THAT THAT IS ACONDITIONAL PROMISE!!! (IF/THEN!)

YES, WE ARE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS (2Corinthians
5:21), BUT THAT IS BY FAITH (Romans 9:30); ALBEIT THAT IS TRUE, JAMES
TELLS US ALSO THAT “FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD” - HE STATED IT
TWICE FOR EMPHASIS!!!

Look here:

James 2:19-26
(19) Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also
believe, and tremble.

(20) But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?
(21) Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his
son upon the altar?

(22) Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by
works was faith made perfect?

(23) And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

24) Ye see then how that by works a man is justified,
and not by faith only.

(25) Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the
messengers, and had sent them out another way?

(26) For as the body without the spirit is dead, SO faith without works is
dead also.
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In so saying, let us consider the importance of doing the works of seeking the
Word of Truth - the Word that brings righteousness BY FAITH! (READ

THIS):

Romans 10:17
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.

FINALLY:

Psalm 119:158-161
(158) 1 beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; because they kept not

thy word.
(159) Consider how | love thy precepts: quicken me, O LORD, according to
thy lovingkindness.

160) Thy word is true from the beginning: and every
one of thy righteous judgments endureth forever.
(161) Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but MY heart standeth in

awe of thy word.
162) | rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great

spoil.

Psalm 119:105
1os) Thy word i1s a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto

my path.
AGAIN:

Psalm 119: 161-162

(161) Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but MY heart standeth In
awe of thy word.

a62) 1 rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great

spoil.

Final thoughts:

Ephesians 5:15-16

15) See then that ye walk circumspectly
[Edit: “circumspectly” means: “exactly” and “cautiously” and “prudently” —
meaning: “(WALKING) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE WORD OF TRUTH,
CONSIDERING ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES, AS WELL AS THE
ANTICIPATED OUTCOME!"],

not as fools, but as wise,
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16) Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Blessings2u!!

~Roger Funk, 11

Completed on 11-8-2025, at 12:38 p.m.

Edited & Proofread on 11-8-2025, at 8:37 p.m.
Pagination added on 11-9-2025, at 12:55 p.m.

PS:
https://www.rogerfunksongs.com/document/5j-my-message-do-these-3-things-youll-never-
fall-free-download/
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